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VIII/9 VIII/9 GeographicalGeographical namesnames asas
culturalcultural heritageheritage

TheThe ConferenceConference,,
RecognizingRecognizing thethe emphasisemphasis placedplaced byby delegatesdelegates to to thethe EighthEighth United United NationsNations
ConferenceConference on on thethe StandardizationStandardization of of GeographicalGeographical NamesNames on on thethe importanceimportance of of 
geographicalgeographical namesnames as as partpart of a of a nation’snation’s historicalhistorical and and culturalcultural heritageheritage,,
NotingNoting thatthat thethe collectioncollection of of geographicalgeographical namesnames in in manymany countriescountries of of thethe worldworld isis
mademade increasinglyincreasingly difficultdifficult as a as a resultresult of of thethe rapid rapid pacepace of of sociosocio--economiceconomic changechange
impactingimpacting on society and on society and landscapelandscape,,
RecallingRecalling thethe recommendationrecommendation mademade byby thethe Second United Second United NationsNations ConferenceConference on on 
thethe StandardizationStandardization of of GeographicalGeographical NamesNames in in itsits resolutionresolution 27, as well as 27, as well as the the 
recommendationsrecommendations mademade byby thethe SeventhSeventh ConferenceConference in in itsits resolutionresolution VII/5, VII/5, thatthat
measuresmeasures bebe takentaken nationallynationally to to ensureensure thatthat namesnames thatthat areare yetyet to to bebe collectedcollected areare
recordedrecorded throughthrough fieldworkfieldwork accordingaccording to to locallocal usageusage of of namename formsforms,,
UrgesUrges countriescountries thatthat havehave notnot alreadyalready donedone so, so, to to undertakeundertake bothboth thethe systematicsystematic
collectioncollection of of geographicalgeographical namesnames and and thethe promotionpromotion of a of a greatergreater
understandingunderstanding amongamong thethe wider wider publicpublic of of thethe significancesignificance of of inheritedinherited
geographicalgeographical namesnames withwith respectrespect to to locallocal, regional and national , regional and national heritageheritage and and 
identityidentity..
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1 1 TheThe genesisgenesis of of Toponymic Toponymic 
GuidelinesGuidelines

Dr. Josef Dr. Josef BreuBreu: Information Paper No 3, 1977: : Information Paper No 3, 1977: 

ToponymicToponymic Guidelines for International CartographyGuidelines for International Cartography
(follows:) Name of the individual country(follows:) Name of the individual country
I LanguagesI Languages

1 General remarks1 General remarks
2 National languages(s)2 National languages(s)
a) Legal situation and practical application in a) Legal situation and practical application in 

administration and official  cartographyadministration and official  cartography
b) Alphabet(s) and Transcription(s)b) Alphabet(s) and Transcription(s)



1 1 TheThe genesisgenesis of of Toponymic Toponymic 
GuidelinesGuidelines

I Languages I Languages 
2 National languages (continued)2 National languages (continued)

c) General spelling rules forc) General spelling rules for
geographical namesgeographical names

d) Grammatical peculiarities which ared) Grammatical peculiarities which are
essential for the treatment andessential for the treatment and
understanding of geographicalunderstanding of geographical
names.names.



1 1 TheThe genesisgenesis of of Toponymic Toponymic 
GuidelinesGuidelines

I I Languages Languages 
2 National 2 National LanguagesLanguages ((continuedcontinued))

e) Distribution of main dialects and theire) Distribution of main dialects and their
characteristics; how far are dialectal namecharacteristics; how far are dialectal name
forms adapted to the standard form of theforms adapted to the standard form of the
language(s)? (In the case of many Africanlanguage(s)? (In the case of many African
countries with English, French, Portuguesecountries with English, French, Portuguese
or Spanish as official languages: Distributionor Spanish as official languages: Distribution
of main vernaculars and theirof main vernaculars and their
characteristics;how far are vernacular namecharacteristics;how far are vernacular name
forms adapted to the spelling of the officialforms adapted to the spelling of the official
language?)language?)



1The 1The genesisgenesis of of ToponymicToponymic
GuidelinesGuidelines

I Languages (continued)I Languages (continued)
3 Minority languages3 Minority languages

a) a) –– e) as under 2e) as under 2



1 1 TheThe gensisgensis of of ToponymicToponymic
GuidelinesGuidelines

II Names authorities and namesII Names authorities and names
standardizationstandardization

1 National names authority. Aims,1 National names authority. Aims,
functions, rules, addressesfunctions, rules, addresses

2 Provincial names authorities. Aims, 2 Provincial names authorities. Aims, 
functions, rules, addressesfunctions, rules, addresses

3 Names standardization. Legal aspects, 3 Names standardization. Legal aspects, 
procedures, progress.procedures, progress.



1 The genesis of 1 The genesis of Toponymic Toponymic 
GuidelinesGuidelines

III Source MaterialIII Source Material
1 Maps: Map series containing1 Maps: Map series containing

standardized names. Which sheetsstandardized names. Which sheets
of a series contain alreadyof a series contain already
standardized names?standardized names?

2 Gazetteers containing standardized2 Gazetteers containing standardized
names.names.



1 1 TheThe genesisgenesis of of ToponymicToponymic
GuidelinesGuidelines

IV Glossary of appellatives, adjectivesIV Glossary of appellatives, adjectives
and other words necessary for theand other words necessary for the
understanding of maps. (As such understanding of maps. (As such 
glossaries and above all words of theglossaries and above all words of the
general vocabulary.general vocabulary.
The glossary should also containThe glossary should also contain
abbreviations used on national maps, abbreviations used on national maps, 
their decoding and meaning.)their decoding and meaning.)



RemarksRemarks

„ … „ … (2) In Austria the Slovenian inhabited (2) In Austria the Slovenian inhabited 
place names follow strictly the official place names follow strictly the official 
gazetteer of inhabited places. Most names gazetteer of inhabited places. Most names 
are are germanizedgermanized in spelling, a few are not. in spelling, a few are not. 
Feature names are entered into the maps Feature names are entered into the maps 
in a in a germanizedgermanized spelling (spelling (š=š=schsch, , č=č=tschtsch, , 
h=h=chch, , v=wv=w etc.) by exception of those etc.) by exception of those 
which consist of more than one separately which consist of more than one separately 
written word: written word: BrezovBrezov vrhvrh ….…. –– … not … not 
BresowBresow WrchWrch.”.”



2 2 ResolutionsResolutions

IV/4  1982 Publication of IV/4  1982 Publication of toponymic toponymic 
guidelines for map and other editorsguidelines for map and other editors

V/11V/11 19871987 Differentiation of Differentiation of toponymstoponyms from from 
other map textother map text

V/14V/14 19871987Publication of Publication of toponymic toponymic 
guidelinesguidelines

VI/7VI/7 19921992ToponymicToponymic guidelines for map andguidelines for map and
other editorsother editors



2 2 ResolutionsResolutions ((continuedcontinued))

IV/4  1982: …. IV/4  1982: …. Recommends also Recommends also 
that the that the toponymictoponymic guidelines guidelines 
submitted by Austria should submitted by Austria should 
serve as a sample of format and serve as a sample of format and 
contents;…contents;…



3 3 WhatWhat areare thethe contentscontents of of toponymictoponymic
guidelinesguidelines –– somesome explanatoryexplanatory detailsdetails
LanguageLanguage: : statusstatus and and distributiondistribution
German German alphabetalphabet
SpellingSpelling rulesrules
PronunciationPronunciation

CDCD--ROM “ROM “GeographicalGeographical NamesNames Database of Database of 
AustriaAustria”,  Arbeitsgemeinschaft für ”,  Arbeitsgemeinschaft für 
Kartographische Kartographische OrtsnamenkundeOrtsnamenkunde (ed.). (ed.). 
Austrian Academy of Sciences Austrian Academy of Sciences 
Press.Vienna 2000.Press.Vienna 2000.



TheThe BoundariesBoundaries of of thethe German German 
DialectsDialects in in AustriaAustria



DialectDialect regionsregions in in CarinthiaCarinthia



MinorityMinority languageslanguages



3 3 WhatWhat areare thethe contentscontents of of toponymictoponymic
guidelinesguidelines –– somesome explanatoryexplanatory detailsdetails
((continuedcontinued) ) 

NamesNames authoritiesauthorities and and namesnames
standardizationstandardization

Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Kartographische Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Kartographische 
OrtsnamenkundeOrtsnamenkunde (AKO)(AKO)
www.oeaw.ac.at/dinamlex/AKOwww.oeaw.ac.at/dinamlex/AKO
Statistik Statistik AustriaAustria
wwwwww..statistikstatistik..gvgv.at.at
Federal Office Federal Office forfor MetrologyMetrology and and SurveyingSurveying
wwwwww.bev..bev.gvgv.at.at

http://www.oeaw.ac.at/dinamlex/AKO
http://www.statistik.gv.at/
http://www.bev.gv.at/


ToponymicToponymic CommitteesCommittees



3 3 WhatWhat areare thethe contentscontents of of toponymictoponymic
guidelinesguidelines –– somesome explanatoryexplanatory detailsdetails
((continuedcontinued))

SourceSource materialmaterial
Austrian Austrian MapMap 1:50 000, ed. 1:50 000, ed. byby Federal Federal 
Office Office forfor MetrologyMetrology and and SurveyingSurveying
GazetteerGazetteer, ed. , ed. byby Statistik Statistik AustriaAustria
CDCD--ROM ROM GeographicalGeographical NamesNames Database of Database of 
AustriaAustria, ed. , ed. byby Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Arbeitsgemeinschaft für 
Kartographische Kartographische OrtsnamenkundeOrtsnamenkunde (AKO). (AKO). 
AcademyAcademy of of SciencesSciences Press, Press, ViennaVienna 2000.2000.



Austrian Austrian MapMap 1:50 0001:50 000



Austrian Austrian MapMap 1:50 0001:50 000





4 Future 4 Future taskstasks

Appendix II Appendix II –– table of table of thethe existingexisting
toponymictoponymic guidelinesguidelines
Appendix III Appendix III –– toponymictoponymic guidelinesguidelines
on on thethe webweb
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